Research ethics and forensic patients.
To discuss ethical and legal issues arising from research conducted on forensic psychiatric patients. A review of the literature and ethical and legal guidelines related to research ethics with human subjects. Forensic patients who are research subjects are particularly vulnerable to coercion and abuse as a result of the dual vulnerabilities stemming from their status as both prisoners and psychiatric patients. Researchers in the area of forensic mental health must carefully consider ethical guidelines and ensure that the rights of participants are respected and upheld.